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The University of Montana
University Communications
NEWS RELEASE Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522
August 28, 1992
BOOMING ENROLLMENT CAUSES UM TO PUT HOLD 
ON ADMITTING NEW STUDENTS FOR SPRING
MISSOULA -
University of Montana enrollment is expected to set yet another record this fall, and the 
University has stopped processing applications for spring-semester admission until after fall’s 
enrollment figures have been tallied.
Fall semester starts next week, and all indications are that enrollment will exceed 11,000, 
surpassing last fall’s record 10,788 enrollment by more than 2 percent, Dean ol Students Barbara 
Hollmann said. If that projection proves true, the University will have to cut back on spring 
admissions to keep the full-year enrollment figures under the 2 percent growth ceiling established 
last year by the state Board of Regents, she said.
"Until we know what our fall enrollments are, we’ve decided we need to hold on admissions 
for spring semester so that we can stay within the 2 percent growth limit for the year," Hollmann 
said.
Once the fall enrollment figure is determined, she said, the University will be able to project 
a target figure for spring and resume admitting students. Since applications will be processed in 
the order they are received, she said, students who want to attend UM in the spring should submit 




Although UM’s attractiveness to students is encouraging, the University has to keep its 
student body at a level that can be served with available resources, President George Dennison said. 
The enrollment ceiling was imposed last year in order to protect the quality of education offered by 
Montana universities.
Recent measures such as tougher admission standards, increased out-of-state tuition and a 
July 1 application deadline for fall-semester admission have failed to curb enrollment growth, 
Dennison said. So for the first time in its history, UM must turn qualified students away simply 
because there is not room for them, he said.
Although firm figures for fall won’t be available until late September, he said, all 
indications are that fall enrollment will grow by more than 2 percent.
"We had the largest preregistration ever, the largest number of applications and acceptances 
of new students, the largest number of admission denials and the largest summer orientation ever, 
he said, "and we will apparently have the largest enrollment ever.
The 2 percent cap is based on full-time equivalent (FTE) students for the full year, 
Hollmann said. Last year’s FTE was 9,482, which means that the 1992-93 FTE figure should not 
exceed 9,672, said Jim Olomon, director of institutional research. Once fall enrollment figures are 
in, Olomon will project the number of new students UM will be able to admit tor spring and stay 
within its limits. The hold on spring applications will also apply to readmission applications Irom 
former UM students who have not attended the University during the past 12 months.
In the past, the University has been able to project enrollment figures with great accuracy, 
Registrar Phil Bain said, but UM’s need to project and control enrollment growth comes at a time
-more-
of significant change and new variables: No one knows how this fall’s switch from quarters to 
semesters will affect spring enrollment.
"Just when we need our greatest predictability, we changed the ground rules," Bain said. 
Applications for fall admission increased by more than 11 percent over last fall’s figure 
despite an early application deadline, Admissions Director Mike Akin said. The University 
received 5,298 applications by the July 1 deadline, up from 4,759 applications received for fall 
1991. That increase is particularly impressive, he said, considering that about one quarter of last 
fall’s admissions applications came in during July, August and September.
About 70 new students whose applications were processed before the hold took effect have 
been admitted for spring semester already, Akin said, and about 100 qualified students who applied 
too late for fall semester will be given priority for spring admission. In addition, Bain said, about 
40 former UM students were readmitted for spring before the University decided to postpone 
spring admissions. All other applications will be dealt with after fall enrollment figures have been 
set.
UM’s enrollment has grown steadily in recent years, setting a new enrollment record every 
quarter since fall of 1989. Since demand continues to grow and enrollment restrictions are 
expected to continue, Hollmann said, prospective students should get their applications in as early 
as possible for fall 1993.
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Contacts: Barbara Hollmann, 243-5225; Phil Bain, 243-2412; and Mike Akin, 243-4277.
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